Payette Lakes

Medical Clinic

to merge with
St. Luke’s

Patients will see no difference
in care after Jan. 1 changeover

BY TOM GROTE

The Star-News

Pavette Lakes Medical Clinic in McCall will become
part of St. Luke’s Health System, based in Boise, start-
Ing Jan. 1.

Thenine doctors and two dozen other staffers who work
at the clinic will become cmployees of St. Luke’s, adding
to more than 300 other physicians in the region who are
partners with St. Luke’s, a news release said.
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“We are pleased to partner with PEMC,” said John
Kee, St. Luke’s vice president of physician services. “It
is a clinic distinguished by its devotion to the community,
the guality of the carc provided there and its excellent
physicians.”

Theninephysicians workingatthe clinicwili continue
staffingthecemergency roomat McCall Memorial Hospital
after the merger is completed Jan. 1.

Also, Meadows Valley Medical Clinicin New Meadows
and Salmon River Medical Clinic in Riggins, which are
operated by Payette Lakes, will also become St. Luke’s
physician clinics.

“Ohirpatients can continuetoexpectthe same carethey
always havereceived, thathasbeen and will continue to be
our commitment to them,” said Dr. Jim Dardis, a family
practice physician at the clinic. |
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The clinic is located
across the parking lot from
the hospital on Park Street.
The building was opened In
2000 when the clinic moved
across the street from 1its
previous guarters which is
now known as ithe Allen-
Nokes Center. .
The hospital purchased
the previous clinic building

andrenovatediftohousevar- .

jous offices and services.

The current clinic build-
ing is owned by Dardis, Dr.
Dave Hall, Dr.- Scott Harris
and Dr. Dan Ostermilier. The
fourwillleasethebuildingio
St. Luke’s. :

The clinic saw 21,070 pa-

tients in 2008 compared with
19,458 patients in 2000.

Referrals will continueto
be sentto the most appropri-
ate specialist and will not be
affected by the merger with
St. Luke’s, Mucha said.

St. Luke’s also has aman-
agement agreement with
McCall Memorial Hospital.
As part of that agreement,
St. Luke’s employs hospital
CEQO Lee Rhodes and pro-
vides g variety of services
to the hospital. -

Officialsof St.Luke’san
the McCall hospital have
begun formal meetings on
expanding the partnership,
but no agreement has been
reached. ‘



