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Umbdenstock,

“It’s been quite a bit of a political

challenge to define what reform looks
He pinpointed several areas that the

who’s at the conference representing
the national group and serving as
kevnote speaker.

like, especially considering the fiscal
challenges the nation faces,” he added.
“At the moment most people expect
there will be some expansion of cover-
age — that’s one of the top priorities for
the Democrats and those of us from the
health care provider perspective.”
AHA would like to see addressed by
whatever reform package ends up being

insurance

including
reform but also a simplification of the
payment process, standardization of
data sharing systems and malpractice

consldered,
reforni.

“Insurance retorm is really only part

of reform,” Umbdenstock said. “We've
See SUN VALLEY, page 15A

got to find ways to bring these separate
elements of the system together to drop
out some of the costs of connecting

these disparate parts.”
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