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Robot makes rou

These days, anew “face” can be seen at Walter Knox Memorial
Hospital — a new version of the RP-7 (Remote Presence) robot
that has been roaming around the halls of the hospital for the past

few years.

The improved RP Lite robot has high-tech wireless capabili- i i{EREEE 8 . "Tas
ties, high-definition optics, high-resolution zoom, a telephone for [ =2 Hie SRR SR8 o
private conversations and added mobility. The robotic system Eoo cilia s et et v G ""‘ﬁ

allows physicians at other locations to receive a real-time view of
the patient, live electrocardiograms, ultrasound images, as well
as data transfer.

The RP Lite can be useful in surgical or emergency siuations
to allow specialists to participate with the care of the patient,
when they are not always available. General surgeon Dr. Ralph
Macha uses the robot at WKMH to check up on his postoperative
patients through a laptop connection when he is miles away.

A successful psychiatric consultant program was piloted in
2009 at WKMH using the robot. It doesn’t take long to realize
that there is a real person behind the scenes. After several min-
utes, most patients feel pretty comfortable talking to the robot
screen, which looks similar to a computer Web cam.

Medical robots are not meant to replace live physicians, but “WKMH photogzph
rather to improve to the delivery of health care. The WKMH WKMH staff review the capabilities of the RP Lite robot. From

robot is being provided for use from a grant through St. Alphonsus  1eit are Patrick Willis, emergency room; Doug Middiebrook,
Regional Medical Center. information systems manager; and Steven Spicer, informa-

| WKMH press release tion systems.
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Surgical staff from Walter
_ t Knox Memorial Hospital
v | are pleased with the Glide
Scope adgvanced iechnoi-
L N Ao ogy, as they practice airway
ol en R e B § S placement on a mannequin.
L iR | | From left to right are Beverly

Heitz, LPN: Purie Shane BN;
and Alan Benson, CRNA,
certified registered nurse
anesthetist.
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Walter Knox Memonial Hospital is pleased  another layer of safety for patients visiting the

to announce the purchase of an important piece  operating and emergency rooms at WKMH.

of equipment to assist 1n the airway manage- “It 1s not uncommon 0 find these more
ment and advanced breathing of more difficult  advanced pieces of equipment in larger hospt-
patient cases. tals, but not necessarily in smaller community

Thanks to the forward thinking of the hos-  hospitals like ours. We can rest easier knowing
pital board and management, this potentially that this equipment is available at our local hos-
life-saving tool, called the Glide Scope, willadd  pital,” Alan Benson, CRNA said.
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