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VALLEY VIEW B

What an exchange would do, and why Idaho should run it

he Patient Protection regarding availability and pect to receive $20.3 million > We candonothingun-  provisions should be struck.
and Affordable Care pricing, and providing infor-  from the federal govern- til the constitutionality issue » We could proceed in
Act of 2010, common- mation to help consumers ment in grant moneyto help  is determined. preparing for the exchange
Iy known as the health care better understand theirop-  cover development and im- This is a high-risk strate- ~ and abandon our efforts if
reform law, requires health = tions. plementation costs. gy for two reasons: the health insurance provi-
insurance exchanges in Essentially, exchanges are There is also tension in- First, the Supreme sion is struck by the
every state to be certified by DAVID C. PATE ‘Web portals meant to make  herent in having Idaho Court’s decision is not ex- Supreme Court.
January 2013 and opera- 7 r it easier for consumers to move ahead and seek the pected until June or July, If What's my take?
tional by January 2014. The g.o.__ J.D. shop for, compare and enroll funding the federal govern-  the law is upheld, the Idaho If we are going to have an
law also provides for federal President and CEO of St. in health insurance plans ment can provide under the  Legislature has only until exchange, it should be run
funding to those states that || 1e's Health System that meet their needs. health care reform law, the end of this year to devel- by the state,
elect to provide a state-run The goal: to decrease the ~ while at the same timeIda-  op and pass enabling legisla- As many have pointed
exchange. If a state does not number of uninsured people  ho and 25 other statesare as-  tion, and the Department of ~ out, if the federal govern-
make its deadlines or choos-  support for exchanges by providing access to af- serting that the law is un- Insurance has only untilthe  ment runs the exchange, the
esnot to create and operate  among Americans regard- fordable insurance cover- constitutional and have a end of the year to develop state will have essentially no
an exchange, the federal less of party affiliation. age. challenge pending before the exchange to the extent control over its structure or
government will operate a What are health insurance What is the controversy? the U.S. Supreme Court. that it could be certified by ~ operation.
federal exchange in that exchanges? Exchanges are expensive. Sowhat are Idaho's op- the federal government. A state-run exchange
state. They are new market- For Idaho, estimates have tions? Second, evenifthelawis  gives us the most flexibility,
Americans remain polar-  places intended to create a ranged from $20 million to > We can do nothing. The ruled unconstitutional, the and the opportunity to de-
ized about the law, but a more organized and com- as much as $40 million to federal government has said  requirement for the ex- sign and run it in a way that
Kaiser Health Tracking Poll  petitive market for healthin- create the exchange, notin- it will be ready to operate changes could stand if the meets the needs of Ida-
conducted in December surance by offeringachoice  cluding the annual cost of exchanges for states that Supreme Court determines  hoans.
found that there is strong of plans, establishing rules running it. Idaho could ex- choose not to do so. that only some of the law’s drpate@slhs.org




