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Idaho is bleeding doctors. .
With only 140 physicians per 100,000
residents, the Gem State’s doctor-to-

patient ratio ranks 48th in the nation,

according to a 2007 state-funded study.
To make matters worse, the average
Idaho doctor is 57-years-old, making it a
crisis that will only deepen.

To solve that problem; some say it’s.

best to invest in more medical seats in
the WWAMI program'— a 35-year-old
agree'ment that allows “universities in
Washington, = Wyoming, Alaska,

‘Montana and Idaho to buy seats at the
Umversny of Washmgton s medlcal
school. :

- Others say it is hlgh t1me Idaho had a
med school program of its.own, ‘head-

-quartered at Idaho State Unwersﬂy n
Pocatello. -- -
“Since I was even in the Leglslature )

we’ve looked at this issue,. and 1t makes

| sense to me to look after our own med— |

ical needs sald Pocatello Mayor Roger'

Chase, a supporter of the ISU medlcal

school plan |

Chase and 12 other mayors have
joined Gov. C.L: “Butch” Otter s Select
Committee on Health Care in support of .
the ISU plan but the Idaho State Board
of Education’s Medical Educatlon Study‘
Committee isn’t convmced

Expected to Welgh in on the 1ssue

Monday (Jan.. 26), the committee is
expected to issue a report that reads the

state’s first priority should be setting up

opportunities for medical residencies
focused on prlmary care and rural prac-

tice. |
Followmg that, the commlttee reeom

aho Business Review, Monday, Jan. 26, 2009

State ed. board: Med school must wait

~ University of Washington,” he said in a

“We are in full agreement that
1daho’s best option is to
continuing and enhancing OUr
efforts with the WWAMI ..

— Bruce Newcomb
| BSU

| mende immediately inereaSing funding
~ for Idaho WWAMI students — raising the

number of state-sponsored seats from 20
to 40 a year — and encouraging WWAMI
to provide all four years of its program
in the state. The committee added that
the third priority should be buying more
seats from other states’ med sehools
mcludmg the University of Utah

Establlshmg plans for an Idaho--

based medlcal school came in as the
fourth priority out of 11, and the com-

mittee’s recommendatlon was far from

a call to actlon |

~ “The State Board of Educatlon will
oversee an initiative to engage all stake-
holder groups to jointly develop a col-
“laborative and comprehensive plan for
~establishment of a four-year, Idaho
according to the

s

based MD program,
report. =
Chase is tmdaunted N |
“It'll be- difficult to move forward

~with it. It’s a change, number one, and

that’s just tough for the Legislature.

And certainly I know from the
University of Washington’s perspective
this is a good money-maker for their
-school. But I think the more people who
' study this proposal you’ll see a melting

-of those opinions away, because at the

end of the day ISU can be more cost-

effective In meeting our needs than the

| Vallas
‘State’s plan would have it form the core
_' of a med1ca1 education program that

- facilities -needed elsewhere.
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phone interview. _
Based on ISU President Arthur
“d15tr1but1ve model, Idaho

require students do two years at ISU.

~then transfer elsewhere in the state to

complete their education.

~Aside from filling a need and provid-
ing economic stimulus, supporters say
ISU already has a substantial number of

“medical education programs and would-

n’t need to invest in new buildings.

“I believe the amount of money
required to do that is significantly less
than if you tried to build a medical
school in any location in the state,” said
Blackfoot Mayor Mike Virtue. =~

But the majority of opinions submit-

ted to the board’s health education com-
- mittee say it could take years — even

decades - to complete the necessary

‘accreditation, staffing and organization

to get something 11ke that up and run-
ning. |
“*We are in full: agreement that

- Idaho’s best optlon is” continuing and

enhancing our efforts W1th the WWAMI

program through the University of

Washington Medical School,” Boise
State  University  Director  of
Government Affairs Bruce Newcomb
told the committee in a letter. |
“Boise State University is not con-

‘vinced that creating a medical school in
Idaho using this approach is entirely

workable,” Newcomb wrote, adding that

- Vailas’ distributive model is a problem

because it would use faculty, staff and
“In other
words, the use of these ‘resources 1s
mutually exclusive...




